
SLINDILE MALULEKA

THE cause of the fire that
killed 11 people at a New-
castle orphanage a year
ago remains a puzzle.

Forensic experts, investigating
the blaze that destroyed the Hope in
Christ Children’s Home in Ingogo,
could not establish if an electrical
fault, negligence or an accident
caused the fire, KwaZulu-Natal po-
lice said yesterday. 

On February 9, Sarah Holland,
founder of the orphanage, died
while trying to save children in her
care from a raging fire.

Her son, Nicholas Pienaar, 40,
his 13-year-old twins, Joshua and
Justine, and their sister, Nicole, 7,
and orphans Siyabonga Mbuli,
Mbali Msibi, Sinenhlanhla Mbatha
and Diego Moodley were among the

victims. Nine people managed to es-
cape.

“Post-mortem results show that
the victims died of smoke inhala-
tion. The cause of the fire was not
established. If someone comes for-
ward with new evidence, the case
will be reopened,” provincial police
spokesman Thulani Zwane, said.

In the months after the fire, Hol-
land’s son, Andrew Pienaar, said he
had been told by investigators that
the fire at the orphanage had been
started deliberately.

But this weekend, as Sarah Hol-
land’s family gathered at the or-
phanage to pay homage to her and
the other victims of the fire, 

Pienaar sought solace in the foren-
sic report, saying the family had
found closure.

Pienaar, 43, said the family was
now going to focus on following in
his mother’s footsteps by rebuild-
ing the orphanage.

“My mom would not want us to
hold on to the incident, instead she

would have wanted us to move on
even though the wounds will take a
long time to heal.  

“If we do not bring closure, the
family will never move forward,”
he said.

Honour
Pienaar said if there was a per-

son or persons who deliberately
started the fire, they would have to
answer to God one day.

“My mom and the children are
in a good place, they are in heaven.
To honour that, we (family) will 
be rebuilding the orphanage 
because there are many children
out there in need of a home,” he
said.

Pienaar and his wife Jo-ann, 39,
and their two children Jonathon,
16, and Jessica, 13, have moved to
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Orphan tragedy puzzle
No answers to Newcastle fire a year on

MEC to eject Westpoint Lodge’s 58 families
RIZWANA SHEIK UMAR

THE 58 families living in the West
Point Lodge in Durban were “ille-
gal occupants” and would be
evicted, Human Settlements MEC
Maggie Govender has vowed. 

Her department, she said in an
interview, had not entered into any
agreement with the tenants of the
12-storey building in Margaret Mn-
cadi Avenue (Victoria Embank-
ment) whose occupants found
themselves caught in the middle of
a dispute over its ownership after it
was fraudulently bought. 

“They are illegal occupiers of
the building and court proceedings
are under way to have those tenants

ejected,” said Govender. “The gov-
ernment cannot fund private citi-
zens.” But such an eviction would
be “certainly” defended, said the
chairman of the Organisation for
Civic Rights, Dr Sayed Iqbal Mo-
hamed, who represents the tenants.

Response
“The tenants are not illegal.

They never have been,” he said in
response to Govender’s position on
the matter. “The Department of Hu-
man Settlements has done nothing
to say they want the tenants out.
The department took over the
building with leases which are law-
ful.”

Mohamed said the building was

occupied and the department
needed to deal with it from that
point. 

For almost two weeks, the occu-
pants have been without a supply of
water and electricity. 

After their electricity was cut
off, the building was plunged into
darkness, and a pump which moved
water around the building was put
out of action. 

The families, including 40 chil-
dren, said they had turned to neigh-
bours and nearby businesses for
water. Some tenants said they had
been paying up to R25 for a bucket
of water from a nearby petrol sta-
tion, a claim denied by the station’s
management. A mother of a three-

week-old baby said she paid a shop
R16 for a litre of boiled water.

West Point has been owned by
the provincial Human Settlements
Department since its purchase,
seven years ago, in a crooked deal
by corrupt officials, who have since
been imprisoned. 

Rentals
In December the department

took over the management from the
previous owners, who continued to
manage it and collect rentals.

The previous manager, Anesh
Maharaj, said he had notified the
department in early December that
he would be terminating the elec-
tricity and water account and that

the department should arrange for
it to be re-connected.

MEC Govender, however, main-
tains that her department had noth-
ing to do with the termination of
the electricity account but vowed
that she would speak to the munic-
ipality to “see what is possible”.  

On humanitarian grounds,
Govender said she would speak to
the eThekwini Municipality about
having the electricity restored –
subject to the tenants signing an
agreement that they will pay for the
restoration and subsequent bills.

“Once they have signed, we will
negotiate with the municipality,”
she said.

rizwana.umar@inl.co.za

Picture
Power

GRIEF: Sarah Holland’s
granddaughter, Trinity Hull,
7, places a bunch of
flowers at the spot where
Holland’s ashes were
scattered as her family
observes a minute of
silence on Saturday.
Holland, the founder of the
Hope in Christ Children’s
Home, and 10 other
people died in the fire.
PICTURE: ENOS MHLONGO

TRAGIC: The
Daily News
reported the
Newcastle
orphanage
tragedy on
its front
page on
February 10
last year

Grand arrival
BARBARA COLE 

FETED wherever she goes, the
Queen Mary 2 made her grand
entrance into Durban Harbour
this morning to the welcoming
cheers of hundreds of Durban-
ites.

“Welcome to Durban. Enjoy
your stay,” yelled Gay Ruthan of
Verulam as the 17-deck liner en-
tered the harbour mouth.

It is the second time the
cruise liner, one of the tallest,
widest and most expensive
built, docked into Durban for a
12-hour stopover.

Her arrival in the city is a
major tourist attraction with
eager ship enthusiasts flocking
to the harbour to get a good
spot on the North Break Water. 

This is normally a restricted
area, but Transnet allowed the
public in for the special occa-
sion.

About 30 people bagged a
place on the Point Waterfront
Development viewing platform.

The public came prepared
with cameras, binoculars,
camp chairs and flasks full of
coffee.

At 7am, Durban’s new tug,
Pholela, went through the har-
bour entrance spraying her wa-
ter cannons in the traditional
welcome as the majestic ship
neared the NSRI base. 

Piper Bradley Boxall of 1
Medical Batallion, played Scot-

land the Brave to welcome the
ship.

Port manager Ricky Bickraj
was also there with his camera.
He said they were very upbeat
about cruise tourism.

“We are doing a feasibility
study for a new cruise terminal
in Durban and we are about to
start involving external par-
ties. 

“This is a participative ini-
tiative and we want industry
views.”

The ship arrived from Cape
Town and leaves Durban at
6pm on her way to Australia. The magnificent Queen Mary 2 as it arrives in Durban this morning to the welcoming cheers of enthusiasts.  It leaves for Australia at 6pm today. PICTURE: BRIAN SPURR

Gone but not
forgotten: 

Read how neighbours,
friends and family are

dealing with the trauma
of the Newcastle

orphanage fire in the
Daily News tomorrow


